A DEFENCE 

OF THE CLAIMS OF JAMES J. STRANG 

Yothe Anthortty now Usurped by The Twelve; And shewing him tobe th 
4 SPRUE SUCCESSOR OF JOSEPH SMITH, 


Finer Presiwent or Tue Priesrnoop. 

‘Letter from Joseph Smith to James J. Stranz. 
Navvoo, June 18th, 1844, 


My Dear Son':—Yout epistle of May ‘24th, proposing the planting 


Stake of Zidn in Wisconsin and the gathering of the Saints there, was du- 
ly fecetvéd, and I with most of the brethren whose advice | called in were, 
of opinion that you was deceived by a spirit not of this world, great but 
not good. Brother Hyrum, however thought otherwise and favored the 
project, not doubting is was of God.. [however determined to return you 
an unfavorable answer for the present. But oh the Jittleness of man in his 


best earthly state. Not so the will of the Almighty. God had ruled it — 


otherwise and a message from the throne of grace directed me as it hath in- 
epried you, and the faith which thou hast in the Shepherd, the Stone of 


Israel hath been repaid to thee a thousand fold, and thou siralt be like him; : 


but the flock shall find rest with thee, and God shall reveal to thee, his will 
concerning them. | 

Ihave Jong felt that my present work was almost done and that I should 
soon’ be called to rule a mighty host, but something whispers me it will be 
in the land of spirits where the wicked cease from troubling and the bands 
of the prisoners fall off. My heart yearns for my little ones, but 1 know 


God ‘will be a father to them, and I can claim face to face the fulfilment of . 


— from him who is # covenant keeping God and who sweareth and 
ileth notto the uttermost. 

The wolves are upon the scent, and [ am waiting to be offered up if such 
be the will of God knowing that though my visage be more marred thaa 
that of any it will be unscarred and fair when archangels shall place on 
my brow the double crown of martyr and King in a heavenly world, 

In the’ midst of darkness'and boding danger the spirit of Elijah came 
upon meé and I went away to enquire of God how the Church should he 


saved. 
I was upon the hillef the Temple. The calm father of waters roiled. be- 


low ‘changless and eternal. 1 beheld a light inthe heavens above and_ 


streams rs light illuminated the firmanent varied and beautilul.as the 


rainbow, gentle yet rapid as the fierce lightning. 
The Almighty came from his throne of rest. He clothed fimse') with 
fight as with a garment. He appeared an’ | 


earth diesalved in space. trod onair act we 
Cherdtimes The sweetest sireins of 


| | 
| | 
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| 


for trath when he knew it not ‘and hath not re jected it but had faith in‘ thee, 


the the notes were low and sad as though thay sounded the requiumpf mort ye- 
rophets. 
I my head to the earth, and asked enly wisdom aad; gine rength 
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fer the church. The voice of God answered, My servant Joseph, thou hast 
been faithful over many things and thy reward is glorioas, the crown and 
sceptre are thine and they wait thee. But thou hast sinned in some things 
and thy punishment is very bitter. ». The whirlwind geeth ‘beferé and its 
clouds are dark, but rest followeth and to its days there shall be ne end.— 
Study the words of the vision for it'tatrieth not, 

And now behold my servant JamegJ. Sirang"hath comete thee from far, 


the Shepherd and Stone of Israel, and to me shall the gathering. of thd 
people be, for he shall plant a’ stake of Zion in Wisconsin,and;! wall estab: 
lisli it, and there shall my (slaw have peace and rest, and sball pot, be 
moved, for it siiall be established on the Prairie on White River.inthe . 
land of Racine and Walworth, and behold my servants James.and Aaren_. 
shall plant it for Ihave given them wisdom and, Daniel shall stand i in his lat.., 
‘en‘the hill beside the river looking an the prairie and shall instruet, MY: 
ple'and ‘shiall plead with them, face.to face. 
Behold my servant James shall lengthen. the cords. and the: 
Stakes of Zion and my servant Aaron, shal] be his councillor fer he hath, 1 


in. “4. e7 


ing inter perted, of 


‘there shall my here peace rest.and fat in 


presence of their enemies. | 


But I will again stretch out my. arm ihe river of. waier and on. shes, 
banks thereof shall the house of A cheice Butnow,the city..of Voree,.. ; 
shall be a strong hold of safety to my people and they.t aa faithful and , 


ebey me I will there give them yy andsuch as they have not 


had before, and unto oree shal gathering of my. le. and, Abone r 
shall the oppressed flee for Safety, and none shall butt or molest, them. \. 
And by this shall that I have. spoken. it; the people there and... 
the owners of the land, shall show to, them, for great calamities 
are ¢émming on the chareh and such as have nok pes been, and jf, they, scatior 
the’ungodly of the world all swallow them up, but if they gather to my city, .. 
of Voree there will keep. der the. sha oF of, my wiegs, and,the' 
cities from whence my nave, driven shall be purged . with high, 
hand for I will do it, and ople. be again. restored; posses... 
but dark are for the church. yet mholly 
And new! command my servants the. Apestles and Priests. andibilders of 
the church of the Saints, that they communicate and proclaig',this yy! 
word to all ep saints of God in all the world that they may be gathered” 


3 nd I will have a house built unto | 
| show myself to my people by .man 


my city of Vores ‘and be saved their enemies, 
for | will have a people to. serve me, , 

AndJ command my servant Moses Smith, that he go onto: the saints 
with whem he is acquainted and uate many people, and command them im *. 
my name.to ge.unto. my city of Voree and gain inheritaoce therein, and: he 
shall.have an inheritance therein for he hath all for.my sake and 
add unto him fold. if he is feithful; he knows and can 
tify wate thenr thatitis very good.: 

Se spake the Almighty God of “Thy duty is plain 
theu.lackest,.wisdem ask of Gedin whese hands I trust thee, and: he shell 
give, thee if me thou shajt lead the flock to 

» JOSEPH SMITH. 

Jaues J. wind JON ‘ad 

This letter was received at, Barlingtan: by regular courne 
through the distributing office. a} Chicago and bears the Neorse Pout mark |) 

2 An Epistic.. bodily nab 
James, 5. Prophet of thé most High God and an as 
Christ unto the Eidérs of the Church of Jesus: Christ of | Batter 
a ints. 

i!|continnal remem brtatice of 'your past -werks in the apbuilding of 
the Kingdom of God aria of the-evils done at the hands of Ungodly ‘men,’ 
weuld that you: remain no lenger ignorant of the: refuge ins God 
ap and follow, net after any who usurp of God'i 
the Holy City ony 

Be not.unmindful, ef the flock who know not the»teue Shepherd, bat: 
following hirelings among whom are grievous wolves and they’ bleat nike! 
Sheep’ by. day: and:devour by niglit. » Gad be praised that some of ‘yeu iidve®°” 
escaped them. | J; would thatsnond:of: you go astray: but that you all univ!" * 
tedly might follow after the true Shepherd: after 
ing the first peti) you/enter net into your rest." 

Lbeseeclt brdthren that you be nat unmiadfal of the. words of the: 
Lord by the. mooth-ef the Prophet Joseph: that'yeu be not-deceived, ‘that: 7 
yeu receive; not the teachings of any that: come before’you as’ revelations © 
and commandments,\6xcept they come in at the gate and 
dingo the command of; God,-(D. 14, 

I wist ye are not ignorant of the office and place of the Prophet Seaniph? 
thathe| was an, Elder; add an Apostle (D. & C., See: 46; pl:yoA Prophet,’ 
Seer, Revelator-and;Translater called to go before: the Chavet as ose 
went, before, Israel, 4G; dee. 8, boo 

Suffer.mein all patience: te remind: pans of the’ ‘Lord: 
revepledunte us aloretidte that the placerof theo Prophet Joseph should: bee 
filled)bypand hen (Debt pli 2+-sec. 11, p4 last elagse} sect 51; 


‘clause; sec. 84, p2,) that the appointment of his successor is by swveiadiih 
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frem God: D. & C. sec. 5, p6--sec. 11, p4,) and that through Joseph only 


could that appointment be made, (D. & C., sec. 14, p2—sec. 84, p2.) 
For it is said in one place that if his gift be taken from him he shall net 


have power except to appoint another in his stead; and in anether place it 
is said, if he abide not in me another will I plant in his stead. And at the 


erganization ef the High Council of the Church it was written, that the 


President of the Church who is also President ef the Council is appointed 
by revelation. Fiaally it is said I have given unto him the keys ef myste- 
ries and revelations which are sealed untiljl-appoint unte them [the Church] 
another in his stead, | 
By these testimonies and by many more it doth clearly appear that it 
was the duty of the Prophet Joseph before his martyrdom to appeint an- 
ether to fill his place when he should be removed. If he has not done se 
then have we no evidence that he was a Prophet for what he hath spoken 
bas not come to pass. 
The only rational conclusion which any man can arrive at in view of 
these testimonies is that in the order ef this Church the Presidency witb its 
several gifts offices and duties, is perpetual.’ God having thus organized 


- the Church and the power of the Devil having accomplished the Martyr- 


dem of two of the chief, officers will any saint teach that Satan has echang- 
ed the order of the Church and abolished those offices which Ged instituted 
and by the Martyrdom of Prophets established a new and better order ?1— 


I trust not. 
Iam well aware that Sidney Rigdon claimed his ‘place above the Twelve, 


and that he sought todo some acts vy virture ef his office as ene ef the first 
he . 


Presidency, which were generally very much ‘disappoved ef, but theugh 


had a perfect right te efficiate in his:place he had no right 10 place himself — 


at the head of the Church. 


His office as an associate or member ef the first Presidency does not con- 


stitute hima regular successor to Joseph Smith, the claim in his faver to suc- 
eeed as the highest surviving officer of the Church, not being a claim of an 
appointment of God by revelation through Joseph’ Smith to fill his place, 
which is the only form ef appointment known to the lawof God. 

[I am aware also that the Twelve claim in their first Apostolic letter af- 
ter the death of Joseph [Letter of Brigham Youg, Aug 15, 1844, in the 
Times.and Seasons of that date] to preside overand dictate all the affairs of 


the Charch in all the world, And they emphatically charge us let no man 


fone for a moment that his place (Jesephs) will’ be filled by another.— 
us they assume to abolish the first Presidency of the Church and usurp 


its duties to: themselves. 


This claim however is not only utterly unsupported by any one testime- — 


Ad but is in. many points directly contrary te the word of God. The 
Twelve are a traveling and not a Jocal ‘or general High Council and theugh 


they are requited to build up the Church and regulate all the affairs thereof 


in all nations they are to do so expressly under thé direction of the’ Presi- 


dency of the Church agreeable te the institution ef of Heayen. (D,& C. 
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Melchizedek priesthood 


Spiritual blessings. (d. 
- things the Twelve are without 


be: that the Twelve should dictate all. the aflaws of 


43 


sec. 3, 12,) They hold the keys of the opening. of the Gospel te the na” 


13.) but the keys of mysteries. and revelations be~ 


- tiens (D. & C. sec. 3, 
President, Prophet, Seer, and se forth, and to his suc” 


long te Joseph as first 


_cessors regularly appointed: by revelation thro’ him, (D & C, sec: 5, plO— 
sec, LI, p4; sec. 14, pl, The keys'of the Kingdom belong to Joseph, 


for time and eternity, but still with a regular succession as to the oraclesor 

ift of receiving» Tevelation fur the Church, (di & c, sec. 84, p 2.) The 
| its presidency holds the keys of ordinances and 
sec. 3, p 9 sec. 3, p3l.) And incall thees 
power their duties being to open the preach- 


Mereover it cannot 
the Church in all the werld, because they not only are under: the direction 
of the first Presidency but the High Council is above them and ‘thet ‘are 
amenable to: it. impertant bisiness of the Church and the 
most difficult casses off the Church in as much as there is not: salisfaction 


the decission of theBishop @r Judges it shall be handed over and car 


ried ap to the Council ofthe Chureb.before the Presidency of the High 


Priestheed and the Presidency. ef the Council of the High 'Priestheod 


shall have power te call other High priests! even Twelve: to. assist 
.eist as Counsellors;and thus the Presidency of the High Priesthood - shail 
have pewer to decide upen vaccerding to the laws of the Church 

remembrance no more before the 


And after this decision it 
Lord, for this is the highest Council of the Church of Godi and a final:decis- 
ion upén conthoyersies in,spiritual.matiers, (d. dz c., sec. 3, p35.) ‘Thére ip 


pet any person belonging tothe Church who is exempt from this Couneil 


ef the Church.” (Do. p36, see. also sec. 5, pk3.) 

Upon what pretence is his claim of the twelve founded? Upon the trial 
of Sidney Rigdon they.took, paing,to state strongly as possible and 
they make out nomore than this, that. when Joseph: Smith was candi 
date for President of the United States and knew by the Spirit that some 


great thing was to happen but did nut know what it was hegave them an. 


endowment of ordinances. (not the oracles,) and told them .that. on their 
shoulders would rest the responsibility, (see trial of S. Rigdon, Times: and 
Seasons, Sept. 15, 1844, page 641. remarks of Orson Hyde.) ‘These ordin- 
ances are intended for the whole Church, men, women and children. | Will 
they all have power to dictate all the affairs of the:church in all the world 
then? If not, how do these ordinances give the Apostles that power now 
If these ordinances gave certain power to some, men why net to others». 

. All the Twelve were not present and did not receive these ordinances.— 
Whence theirclaim of power? Several persons not of the Twelve. wefe 


present and received all. these ordinances with such of the Twelve as. 
Why are not they: included, in the favored nomber?’ Joseph sur- 


there. 

vived this meeting some months... Why did not:they find ovt that) he had 
resigned his office, and deslved its, duties an them, till efter heowasudead? 
If his giving an endowment of ordinances and rolling the responsibility of 
giving Counsel, &c., upon some twenty-five men with their wives as he 
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eommenced a political career vacated his office and those of his counsellors 
.and superseded the first Presidency and an entire quorum of the Church" it 
-is certainly most extraordinary. A very moderate share of common sense 

er any acquaintance whatever with the.Laws of the Church accompanied 
With integrity of ‘heart will reject so preposterous:a claim at first blush.— 
(The responsibility of leading the Church by good Courisels’\in proper order, 
+@would devolve on a few of its most influential members necessarily: when- 
~ ever Joseph’s attention was turned from them, by any ‘means: whatever, not 
in virtue of any offices they might ‘held but as leading men. Since the 
» death of Joseph théy have used that responsibility to lead the Church from 

the Rock of revelation ; owt of the true order, and from the place of refuge 

God has appointed unto them. Thus have a few led, sanctioned by the 
\.votes .of Conferences instead of the voice till the desttuction 
a — only lurks in midnight darkness but stalks’boldly at noenday is up- 
The Twelve have never in any known publication claimed either for 
. themselves er anv one of their number te be first President of the Church 
ot President of the High Priesthood. Their claim isto supersede the firet 
Presidency, put the high Council which God lias made the highest‘Oouncil 
the Church, 3;:p'35,) below themselves ‘and pura Bishep 
saver it where God :placed‘a Presidént, (d.d& sec. 3, p'9/)-and finally that 
as Apostles and not as ‘Presidents of the High’ priesthood they 
«are to’ hold ‘the keys'iand :powers: which devolved on’ the first Presidency 
eand its Councellers;and to discontinue the offices of Beer, Revelator and 
« Nothing is niore certain than that no Jaw was made atthe death Je- 
.seph or fdr some years previous changing the-order of the Charch or abol- 

ishing any of its offices or gqaorums. Bo tothe time of his death it. 
‘s@as‘properly understood by the whole of the Church that he alone received | 
arevelations from God to be taught by way of commandiment:in the Charch. 
That he and his’ two associates in/the Presidency had the chief administra- 
stien of the affairs of the Church'and'that they with the twelve high counh- 
scillors were a court ot judicatory of firal resort, in all important, cases; and 
ithat ‘the Twelve Apostles were the chief traveling Elders ard under the 
direction of the Presidency.’ And .the man who during the lifetime of Je- 
had said that, the Twelve were at the’ head of the Church would:have 
‘'béén looked upon. either as a reckless and hair-brained liar orjutterlyiasane. 
‘To have held this then was unblushing apostacy. To'hold now they are not 
equally apostacy withthe jeaders in Nauveo; whence is the change” - 

ln God or man? Dees truth thus belie itself? 

~ Why should net the place of Joseph be filled by:another? Says Brigham 
Young’ because he stands in‘his own place and alwayswill. [Apostolic letter 
wug.15, 1844,] But in the same paragtaph he also:says the Twelve Apos- . 
-tles of this dispensation stand in their own places and always will. °Bro- 
‘ther Young will net their places be filled by others when they fill the: mea- 
‘dure of their days: Then why was brother Pattin’s place filled?) Agsin. 
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nties al] hold their own pla- 


o where will the Priesthoed 


Brethren, Texhort' You 4s Vou leok fer ‘the coming of the Lord Jesus, 
the voice of a 
the’ Law of Ged. You! that have 


sts 

pbt 
their faith in some great man and say all is well, but let them backle oa t 


wholearmor'ef Goddnd stand up bolif defenders df iroth rather than mep. 


epistle containing me rév 
the his voto me te chargeme: with ‘this 
ini istry in the sam 


‘yeu to the oe da and the men in whom you trusted when you rejected 
_ the promise of God shall leave yeuearly and net be found of you in your 


'Whowwill’ bevet the heii the Church when the Twelve are all fallen 
“asleep. ° the High Priests and the Seve 
deel Shall any them? The | 
to eS some one, God' promised Joseph that the keys of the Kingdom 4 
should ever be taken from himin.this world, neither in the. world to.ceme. 
Very well. ‘They were hever taken from Christ, but bis holding them did 
> newprevent Joseph, atid'fn’ the eternal worlds all, who are joint heirs ‘with 
‘ef Ged'’s ouse. | proper order as (cod, . 
* tablished them.’ Let andered in darkness, return 
proper place which Ged give, no which men may, offer,— 
Let the Twelve, take their place as a traveling high we with the ve 
the gospel te the Let the High Counsellors give 
WOW $3 and | OF MY Ministry. Cal ya 
toussist’ me. pleased God to put itinte. the heart.of. Joseph te. | 
point me te receive und revelations. unto this church... And he 
been faithfal ‘Unte the Vision voicexof G by seoding me his | 
. the same, to the brethren in those, wondérful works which the brethren here | 
t not my call to you be vain. The déstfeyer has gone forth among | | 
you; and has prevailed: You are preparing to resign country and houses | 
_and (lands to him.« Many of yow are about to-leave the haunts of civiliza- 
tion and of men to-go into'an'une¥ploted wilderness among savages, aud 
in trackless déserts to seek ‘a tiomé ‘in the wilds where the foot print of the | | 
white man'is fet found: The'voiee of God has not called you to this., His | 
‘promise has not pone ‘before to prepare a habitation for you., The hearts | 
| of the Lamanites are’ not turned unto you and they willnot regard you. When | 7 
“the herd comes the sayages shall pursue. Theicloud which surrounds. by 
day shall bewildér, and the of fire by shall consume and reveal 


Let the oppressed flee for safety unto Vuree and let the aint of the 
people bé there. Let the evil who have gone to the holy.city/be rejected 
‘and given to the Lai. Let the tet lve out and,preach.the gospel te.the 

“nations according to the command of God instead of, staying at home as a 
rominent mark to bring cruel enemies on their brethren... Let the. filth of 
ion be cleansed afd her garments of peace put on. Let neither|gun ner 
‘sword be lifted in defiance, nor rest be taken upon arm of flesh, and the 
city of oar God shall be saved and the Temple of his holiness be pnpointed 
by the hand of the Gentile. 
- "Gauseless the cursé has come, and causeless it shall not _fall. They that 
ask justice let them doit. They that cry, out against mobs let them, ab- 
‘stain from ‘violence.’ Those who bate persecution Jet them regard, the 
riglitsof others, They that i reach God sad the Gospel let them remember 
the Law and forget not the order whith hé has revealed and their own smoushs 
“have proclaimed. | Let them others, for the ordinances 


AUTHORITIES REFERRED THe BOOK oF 
OQQVENANTS. 


“And this ye. assurdily, that-there: is none You 
and revelations watil he: be if he abide’ in 
4 
But verily, vorily I say unto. ou, that none, alse shall. be this gift 
‘except it be through him, for if it be taken. from him, be shall power, ex- 
eopt appoint another in his stead; and this shall be law, unto you, tuat yeqre- 
‘e6ive not the of any that shall come before you as revelations or.pom- 
mandments: and this give you may. not be deceived, that ou may 
*kzow 'they‘are not of me. For verily I say unto you, that he that is o of 
‘me stiall come in ‘at the gate nnd be ordained as [ have told you before. —S, 14, P. 2. 
_ The power and authority of the higher or Melchizadec Priesthood is tohold the 
Koys of all the spiritual blessings of the church.—S. 3, P. 9 

The twelve are a travelling, presiding high couneif, to offivinte in the name of 
the Lord, under the direction of the poraideancy of the church, agreeably te G the in- 

Heaven.—-S. 3, P, 12. 
And again the duty of the president. of the office of the high priesthood is to 
preside the whole church, and. be like unto Moses. Behold here is wiedom— 
yea. to bo a scer a revelator. a.translater and a prophet—having all the gifts of 
God which he bestows upon the head ef the church.—S. 3, P. 42, 

J have sent forth the fulness.of my. gospel by the hand ot my servant Joseph; 
and [havo given unto him tho keys of the mystery of those things which have 
been sdaled, even things which were from the. foundation of the world, andthe 
things which shall come from this time until the time of my coming, if he: abide 
in mo, ‘and if not, another will I plant in his stead.—S. 11, P. 4. 

But behold, verily I say anto thee’ no'one shall be appointed to receive ¢ 
mandments and revelations'in this cbutch,'¢xcening my servant Josoph Smith, Jr., 
for he receiveth them oven as Moses. And thon shalt not command him who isat 
thy hand, and at the head of the church; for 1 have given him the keys” of the 
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“mysteries and the revelations which are sealed, uatil I shall appoint unto them sn- 
other in bis stead.—S. 51, P, 2... Ogee. 

_. Verily I say unto you, the koys of this Lies putt shall never be taken from you 
_ while thou art in the world, neithér in the world tocome; nevertheless, through you 

shal! the oracles be given to another, even unto the church.——S, 85, P.2. 
._» The president of the charch,. who is also the president of the council, is ap- 
pointed by revelation.—-S, 5, P. 6. 

_. The president, may inquire and.oltain the mind of the Lord by revelation,—S. 


twelve beingsent.out, holding the keyg to open the door by the 
_ of the gospel of Jesus Christ; and first.unto, the Gentiles then tothe Jews, 8.4, P. 13. 
Wherefore, it must, needs be,.that one be appginted of bigh priesthood. to 
ido,over the pricsthord, and shall be called president of the high priesthood of 

to church, or, in other words, the presiding high priest over the high priesthood of 
church, from the same comes the adminerivg of ordinances and hilasinga, 

ea the Church by the laying on of the hands.—S. 3, P.31. 


Angel of ‘the Lord “unto me ‘Jamés, on’ the first day’ of ‘September, 
in the year eighteen hundred and forty-five; aod’ the light shined nbout him dbove 
brightness of the sun, and*heshowed unto me the of the sedled reeord, 
and he gavs inte my hands theUrimand ‘Thonimim. out’of the lighteame 
the voice of the Lord. saying:~~'My servant James, in blessing | will bless'thee, 
immultiplying J willqaultiply shee, becnuse | have ‘tried and found thee 
Debold my, servant Jams] am about to bless thee with a great blessing, 
» ¥hich shall be to thoge, who.,love ine, an immutable testimony; to.those whe know 
me pots stumbiing biock;. but to those who have known me and have turned their 
heartedrom. me, a rock of offence. Yea, let them beware, for shame and deatruc- 
tion walk in their tracks, and their time abideth, but not long, 
“A work shall como forth, and the ‘secrets of the past shalt thou roveal. Yea, by 
Jittle and Jittle shaft thou reveal it; according to the ability and faithfulnessof my 

Church, and of my servant whom F have placed above them, Behold the 1écord 
which was sealed from my sérvant Joseph. Unto thee itis roserved. Take heed 
thoa count it light thidg, nor exalt ‘thyself lest thou be stricken, fer by 
myself éwoar that as servest me faithfully and comest not short, thoo shalt 
- unlock the mysteries thereof, which | havo kept-hid from the world. Yea, as’ my 
servants serve me, so shalt thou translate unto them. 
But.in their weakness 1 have not forgottcn, them. Go to the place which the 
Angel of the presence will show thee. and there sbalt shou dig for the record of my 
pvople in whose, possession thou dwellest. Take with thee faithful witnesses, for 
in evil will the wofaithful speak of thee, but the faithful and true shall know that 
are liars and sha!l not stumble for their words. 

_ Speak thou, unte the elders.of my church aed say unto them, hear my veice and 
hearken.to mv wards for anf are true and faithfyl, Testify, testify unte all the 
‘saints. @ Teés\fv, testify in all or World. Ho that rejecteth you, him will I reject 
day that in my Kingdom. Testify, testify unto him who has receiv- 
éd my word and turned away. | Let him‘now return unto me and obey and serve * 
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his God lest he be smitten with a curse and his children curse, him and his name 
Yea those to whom I haye revealed myself, let them ‘hearken unio me now'lest 
“they be cast off in the day of my indignation, lest the consuming fire of the day 
trial born them’ up. Yea, lest the second daath’make them his prey, and 
be cast into the lake which burns with fire and’brimstone. 
\” Rejoice, ye holy for the day of Your delivérericp is hear, and the time of ad 
exaltation is athand., Faithful and true are my‘ words dividing the marrow frem 
‘thé bones, and'truth from rottotiness. [16’that ‘rejectéth them will I'rejoct ‘when 
come inmy Kingdom, And while I was yet in the Spirit, the Angel of the 


took me away te the hill in the enst of Walworth upaingt White Rivar in Veree, 
aod there he shewed unte me the record buried under“an oak tree as largo as‘the 
‘body of a ‘large than, it enclosed’ im ‘an ox tind bptled in 
the greund ‘as as to a man’s waist, and I beléld it asa ‘man ean seo’ light 
‘stone in clear water, for I saw it by Uriti and Thaminitn, and returned the Uri 


aad Thummim te the Ange) of the Lord'and he departed out gf sight. 


- 


On the thirteenth, .dey,. r, 1845,, nith, Jirah B. 
the calbef JamesJ,Strang whe is,.bv.us,and, aay others appravedas a 
oprephet and seer of Ged. , He, preceeded to, daformus! that it had been 
‘vealed, te him ina vision thet an;account of an ancient people: was buried 
ein a:hill south of White river bridge bearthéleast dine of Walworth county, 
andr deading us to an oak tree aboutene!/foot in: diameter, told-uxthatwe 
oweuld find ét enclosed inva case of rodwearthen ‘wate ‘under that tree'abthe 
“wepth'of about three requested us to‘dig' up,’ atid “charged us to 
‘examine the ground that we stiould' kibw we Were hot imposed Upon, ahd 
‘that it had not been Buried’ were the tree grew. We ‘trée “was 

tounded' by asward ef Brass suchas’ is Gsudlly inthe 
‘indication that it had ever been cut through or disturbed... 


feet, where we found a.case.of slightly baked clay, containing, three, plates 
| ot brass, On one side of one isa landscape view af the south end af) Gard- 
praine aad the range of hills where, they. were dug. On another is.a 
‘mana with a crown on.his head and a sceptre in his. hand, above is an. exe, 
before an upright line, below the sun‘and moon:surrounded with twelve 
stars, at the bottom are twelve large:starsi{rom three ef which pillars.arise 
and closely interspersed with them are seventy very smalteters.’ Theyeth- | 
er four'sides are very’ closely covered with what appeatito 
‘characters, bat in'a language of which’ we have no knowledge. 
The case was found imbedded in ‘indurated clay closely fitting that‘ tt 
‘broke in taking out, and the ¢arth below the soil was.so hard as tb be du 


openings, and upon the tost critical examination we could Hat discover, a 
_. We then cug up the tree and continued to dig to the depth otabout, three 


with difficulty even with a pickaxe. ‘Over the case was found a flat sr6ni 
about one foot wide each way and three joches thick which appeared te 
,bave undergone the action of fire, and fell,in pieces after a, few, minutes ex- 


| 
i. 


il 
| 

pesure to the air. The digging extended in the clay about eighteen inches, 
there being two kinds of earth ef different color and appearance above it, 
We examined as we dug all the way with the utmost care, and we say, 
utmest:cenfidence, that no part of the earth threugh which we dug 
rr exhibited any. sign or indication. that i@ had been moved or: disturbed: at 
any time previous, . The roots ef the tree.stuck down on every. Perv 
extending below the case and: closely interweven with roots from 
- ether trees. ,Nane of them had been broken or:cut away.: | Neclay is 

founé in the country like that of which the case ismades by 
o'i In fine, we found an alphabetic and pictorial: record, carefully cased ap, 
buried deep in the earth, covered. with: flat stone, with an eak tree one fent 
‘in diameter growing over it, with every evidence that the sense esd give 
that it has jain as’ leng as that tree has: been — Strang took ne part 
in the digging, but kept entirely away, from before the first blow was streck 
till after the plates were taken out of the case; and the sole inducementte 
eur digging was out faith in his statement as a' Prophet of thetLord, that a 

would thus and there be found, 

oth! ow weed aon ARROM: 4.220!) 


wel fon pia lo wore JIRA B. 
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mm of the Plates maite’ by'the Prophet James by and 
sbign af dei} mon, Sepiember 18th, 1845. 

My people-are no more. The: mighty are fallenvand the young slain ia 
battle. r:‘Titeir bones bleached.on the plain by themoonday shadew. The 
bonnes 4 leveled to the dust and in the moat are the walls. They shall be 
‘inhabited. 

I have in the burial served them, and their bones in the Death-shade to- 
wards the sun’s rising are covered. They sleep with the mighty dead, and 
they rest with their fathers: They have fallen in transgresion and are not, 
but the elect and faithful there shall dwell. 

The word hath revealed it. God hath swore to give an inheritance to 
his peeple where trangressers perished. The word of God came te me 
while | mourned in the Death shade, saying 1 will avenge me on the des- 
troyer. He shall be driven out, Other strangers shall inhabit thy land.— 
i an ensign there willset up. The escaped of my people there shall dwell 
when the flock disown the Shepherd and build not on the Rock. 

The forerunner men shall kill, but a mighty Prophet there shall dwell. I 
will be his strength and he shall bring forth thy record. Record my werds 
znd bury it in the hill of Promise, 


| 
‘ 
| 
) 
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From the. Voree of Jautary, 1846.) 


&t time when the Chorchof God is-suffering with schisms; unworthy 
»omembers and false teachers within; and: from scandal and persecution from 
_ without, it becomes peculiarly necessaty that those who love the cause of 
» truth and purity should speak forth to the:world, The brethren here have 
labored faithfully in poverty and discouragement since the death of our be- 
loved Prophet tosave the church fromthe calamities which are impending 
over it. ith no ‘other motives than the service of God andthe salvation 
ef eur fellow creatures both temporal.and spiritual. 
Ged has appointed you a place’ of refuge.and safety in a land of health 
‘and peace amidst a friendly andlaw abiding people. We. want: peaceful, 
upright citizens and good Saints only, to come’ and build op a city to our 


lt is hardly possible at this timetoserve Ged faithfully until one has be- 
come thourovghly reconciled to live .and-die hated.: Nevertheless: it has 
pleased God te turn’ thé hearts of men unto us.wherever we go. 
friends we have gained atnong men of liverality and iniegrity are net few. 
‘Lét none come ‘with arms in his hands or breathing defiance to the peo- 
ple-or thelaws. Let/none look to us for protection from deserved punish- 


‘spent. 
On the 8th of August,.a special meoting ef the church of Josus Christ Latter 
y Saints convened at the stand ia thecity of Nauvoo, President Bricnam Youre 


_- asked the saints what they wanted. Do you want a guardian, a PropHet, a spokee- 
or what do.you want? If you. want any of these officers, signify 
fog the'right hand. ‘Nor was Times and Seasons, pagé 637. | 
S 


‘You are now without a prophet t with you in flesh to guide you.” Brigh- 


am Young's Apostolic Epistle, T. S. 
“A church without Prophet, is ‘net the church forme, 
has no head to lead it, in it] would-not be.."=+P. P. Prarr. 
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IRRESISTIBLE CONCLUSIONS. 


The documents presented aboye, show forth some few irresist- 


ible facts: — 


1. If Joseph Smith was a prophet of the Most High God, the _ 
Lord was bound by his own veracity, to appoint through Mr, 
Smith, bis (Smith’s) successor in the poppens office. If hedid | 
r. Smith was a.prophet, 
2.. The Lord could not, consistentiy, with his own attributes, — 


not do so, we haveno evidence that 


appoint the ‘T'welve, or travelling high Council to that office agree- 
able to the “institutions of heaven;” because'the twelve travelling 


high councillors were to travel into ajl the world, while the fi ioe 


Presidency of the church isa stationary council, at home, in the 


stakes of Zion,to receive revelations, apddlirect tue twelve travel-— 
iung high councillors, and they (the Twelve) call forth and direet — 
the Seventies. For the twelve travelling high councillors te dis- _ 


charge the duties of both a stationary and a travelling capacity, 


is a moral impossibility. Butto have appointed ore of the twelve. ” 


to the office of the first Presidency, and then fill the vacancy in 


the quorum, by the appointment of another m his place, would - 
have beea perfectly consistent. ([7 The appointment of Mr. — 
Smiths successor depends solely, totally and entirely on Mr. Smith © 


himself, for there is not a word known in the Book of Doctrine 


and Covenants, to warrant a successor in the office of the Presi- 


dency of the whole church, but by revelation. 4) 


To say that the immutable laws of the institution of heaven ia — 
the organization of the church of Christ has become changed, is _ 
equally inconsistent and preposterous, as it is te say that baptism — 
for the remission of sins, and the laying on of hands for ‘the ne is 


of the Holy Ghost, and all the spiritual gifts are done away. 


say that Joseph Smith did not appoint his successor before hie 
it Mr. Smith was an impostor, and ~ 
his failure in this thing proves it to-a mathematical demonstra- 


death, is as much as to say, that 


tion. 
3. For the Latter Day Saints to discharge a duty as unto God, 


without a thus saith the Lord, as a commandment, is perfectly sec- 
tarianism. It issaid that they (the saints) are going to the west- 
ern wilds to discharge a duty to God. How was this duty made 
known? Ans. By a ruthless mob, and the smoke of some scores 
of buildings in the Morley settlement, in Hancock county. This 
kind of revelation spoke like pealing thunder, saying, GO! The 


respotise of the Twelve was, will  But'did God say, 
west? ‘ Ans. Brigham Young, and his brethren. of the ‘Twelve. . 
By revelation? NO. Why, because, Brigham Young had said 
‘You have no prophet in the flesh to lead you,” and that too 
some five weeks after Joseph Smith had’been killed, and under 
circumstances too, that if Mr: 'B. Young knew himself to be Mr. 
Smith’s legal successor, he ought to have owned it like a manef; — 
Gad, instead of saying, you have no propibt to ledd'you,? 
4. For the Twelve to assume the duties of the first Presiden: \. 
cy of the'church, is an imposition on the church, the most mild 
and modest you can say of it... 'To follow Mr. Strang as a pre- 
phet,, is purely consistent in point of form and'theory, according 
to the letter of the text of t é Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
leaving every one to judge for themselyes, from the documents 
which he presents, whetlier his claims, in his case, are. true or not, py 
'o those who are resolved fi following B, Young into the wil- 
derness, ie exhorted, in the name of Jesus’ Christ, to stop a mho- 
ment and soberly think of this one thing; ask yourselves th one 
question. Who is the prophet through wham God has required 
it at your hand, that you should sacrifice Jife, health, and évery — 
other endearment of life, to seek a home in the savage haunts of = 
the wilderness? Remember this, unless you have the. positive as;. 


surance that God, and not mere man, requires it.at your-bands, . 


OFFS 


that your wives, children and friends, who ate under your control, 
will. rise up in, judgment and ‘testify against you,,and charge you | - 
with being the means of their untimels death, When God speaks, 
do it as unto God; but when men eek. remember, it is anit men 


| peel 


you, ag you are, to hear and obey t mg sighs 
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> DOCTRINE “THER DOCTRINE 


shall know assu-  And.thig, ye shall know 
Lys 38 Done other redly, that shore shall not be ane, 
appointed unto, you, to, pecei¥e/other appointed unta you to re-.., 
commandments and re revelations;|ceive revelations and ComARR 
until he be taken. Sec. 14, ani ments if he be, taken. 
¥, you But verily, verily, Tsay unto.) 
appeipted, ua-| yous, that none else ‘shall. 


tot be, through pointed. unto this) gift, except it.» 


if it be taken from bim,|be through the church, far, if jit. 
not, have. power, except/be taken from him he shall not — 
* pn another 1 in his, stead.|have power, except to appoint: 
Sec, 14; Par : twelve in his stead, 
this shall, be. a law. ynto}.,, And thisshall not bea law un- 
you, that ye receive not the/to you, for ye may receive the 
teachings of any that teachings-of many (even twelve) _. 
before com-|that come hefore you without. 
And this I give you that And this, is not given 
you may knéw’ wer ure. wot that you may know that. they 
me. or,verily, I say, Unto.you,lare Of Ms on 


that hethat,is ordained ‘of. For verily: Iosay~ “unto 


shall come in at the gate and be|that he that is ordained me : 
ordained; ts Ihave’ told you be-|shall' NOT, come in at the gate 
fore, to teach. those. revelations|and be ordained las haveitold 
which yevhave. received,: andiyou, for the Book of Covenants 
shall through him,/is null and void to this people, 
whom I appointed. and ¥ou have no prophet pres-. 
Par. 2 seat in the flesh to. guide. you 4 
For Ihave given him. thekeys \ For thetherd pave Jéseph 
of the mysteries and the reve- keys of the, mysteries; but be 
shall appoint. unto them another), ithe ehurch. oth»: 


in his ther wilt Tolan hig stewed, © ene 

Another i Twelve, will the church. 


counci catled: to 


h countetilers; te ** 
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twelve Apostles, or special wit-|twelve Apostles to be special 
nesses of the name of Christ in| witnesses of the by of Christ 


allthe world, — in all the ‘world 


longer, fo 

Phe twelve ‘fre a’ travelling | Boston'alid New York, at lense 
h'council to ‘officiate in the/Small Part of have had the 
name of thé Lord tnder the di-/gospél, ‘have’ filled 


hig 
rection of the’ Presideney. |imission, ‘anid apostles are ‘no Jon- 

In cases of: ‘difficulty. ger needed; 
ing ‘doctrine principle thé| ‘Phe Twelve’ ate 
‘President ‘may inquire’ and ob-/be out *indér the fitst Preai-” 
the ‘tind of the Lord by| deny, to bo local high 
revelation. couttell at th stake of ‘Zion. if 
being led by, the Spirit, can 


low? : 
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The doctrine taught by.God and men, |But.exercise teason and. Jight, ., .... 
 Britig#us in contoct now and then. . ~ |'And be made sure that you are right, 
But which of them we should ebey, {That God'tequires it‘at yourhend,; 

We leave to'all, mankind to say, o’erthrow the laws of any land. 


The tine has come for us to cheese, 


ime has come fo While tothe wilderness 
T’ ebey.the troth, or to refuse reasons why you onght to showy 


Te try: the spirits, aud tosee’ | Phe book’ that ‘you did ‘once adore,’ 


Whether we ate bound op free.) youlnoiguide to gobefore; |. 
or ly 

For.it has said,,‘your guide is 


For’ fnakes mankind a slave, 
Frem-which the truth alone can save—!By twelve thie’ matter is undone, 
All subjects who obey her laws,’ they’ve usurped all the power,” 
She will protect inevery cause.) And brought on’ you this evithour. 
While every ‘kitid of grief and trouble| We call on you,then to repent, 

Fall on poor mortal mankind double, [And learn which way the Spirit wenf- 
he dorshkexthe way: of truth, At Josoph’s death\if Godbetras, 
Whether he be in age or youth,  pAmetherhe anist give to you. 


While troubles now on ds are falling 


And if this is not brought about, Je 


Friends listen to a timely calling; © d Your prophet Joseph you may nee 
Nor be deceived by human Thee down falls afl'your‘holy 
Te rug astray iniyour devetious, the workof mam © 


& 


| _ 
| 
| | 
a 
| 
| 
| 
a 


responsé of the Twelve was, “We will go.” But did God say, . 
go west. east, north, or south; NO. Who then said go 
west? ‘ Ans. Brigham Young, and his brethren of the ‘Twelve. . 
By revelation? NO. Why, because, Brigham Young had said 
‘‘You have no prophet. in the flesh to lead you,” and that too 
some five weeks after Joseph Smith had been killed, and under © 
circumstances too, that if Mr:'B. Young knew himself to be Mr. 
Smith’s legal successor, he ought to have owned it like .a man ef | 
God, instead of saying, “you have no prophet to lead you,” 
4, For the Twelve to assume the duties of the first Presiden- |. 


cy of the'church, is an imposition on. the church, the most mild _ 


and modest you can say of ‘it... 'To follow Mr. Strang as a pre- 

phet, is purely consistent in point of form and'theory, according 

| to the letter of the text of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 

| leaving every one to judge for themselyes, from the documents 

| which he presents, whetlier his claims, in his case, are.true or not, 

‘0 those who are resolved oi following B, Young into the wil- 

_ derness, he exhorted, in the name of Jesus Christ, to stop a1 et 

ment and soberly think of, this one thing; ask yourselves this ‘one 

question. | Who is the prophet through whom God has required 4 

it at your hand, that you should sacrifice Jife, health, and ¢very 

other endearment of life, to séek a home in the savage haunts of | 

the wilderness? Remember this, unless you have the positive as;. 

surance that God, and not mere man, requires it at your hands, . 

that your wives, children and friends, who are under your control, 

will, rise up in, judgment and testify against you, and charge you |. 

with being the means of their untimely death. When God d angel, 2 
y 


do i ‘as unto God; but when men spea , remembéer, it is men 
like yourself, and that they are eng much to hear and obey~ . 
Primitive Mormonism. 
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And this ye shall know assu-|; And this, ye shall know assy 
redly;; that there none. other that there shall not bean-. 
appointed unto, you, to, receive/other appointed unto you to re-. 
commandments and reyelationss|ceive revelations and command-__ 
uatil he be taken. Sec. 14,..... ments if he.be, taken. 
Rut.verily, I say unto you that! But verily, verily, I say unto. 
else shall/be appaigted un-|you; that‘none else ‘shall | 
gift, except be through pointed unto this),gift, except His: 
for if it be taken from himm,|be through the church, for it... 
he shall not, have power, except/be taken from him he shall. not. 
to in his, stead.|have power, except to appoint 
Sec. 14, P itwelve in his stead, 
And shall, be, a “Jaw. unto}. And thisshall not be a law un- 
you, that ye receive not the/to you, for ye may receive the 


ee) 


teachings of any that shall teachings-of many (even twelve) | 
before you as com-jthat come hefore you without 
mandments.::) \' C|fevelations or ’ commandments. 


And this I give unto you that} And this, is not given unto ., 

you may know “they tire uot of|that ‘you know wnat they’, 
For verily, unto.you, of me. 

that he that, is ordained For verily: say 

shall come in at the gate and be that he that is ordained of me , 

ordained; tis told you be-|shall' NOT: come in at the gate 


fore, to teach. those:.revelationsiand be as have told 


which yechave received, andjyou, for the-Bookof Covenants” 
shall receive through him,jis null and void to this people, . 
whom Sec. 14/and you have. no prophet. pres-. 
Par. 2. in the flesh to-guide-you.’ 4 
For given him. the keys \'For thetherd gave Jéseph the’ 
of the mysteries and the reve- of the, m but he, 
latioas which: are. gealéd’ tintil I]has gone beyon 
shall appoint.unto them another|. Andithe need no oth- 


in his Sec, Pare 2: jer his ot aan 


il. chorch, plat.» 
ip IS Steags 4 


™Anot er Wil plant in. 
The, Awelve, travelling hig 
councillergare called: to be ‘tt 


response of the Twelve was, will go.” ‘But did God say, 
go west. east, north, or south; NO. Who then said go 
west? ‘ Ans. Brigham Young, and his brethren of ‘the Twelve. 
By revelation? NO. Why, because, Brigham Young had said 
‘You have no prophet in, the flesh to lead you,” and that too 
some five weeks after, Joseph Smith had been killed, and under — 
circumstances too, that if Mr!'B. Young knew himself to be Mr. 
Smith’s legal successor, he ought to have owned it like a man ef; 
God, instead of saying, “you havé no'proplét'to lead you.” 
4. For the Twelve to assume the duties of the first Presiden- 
cy of the'church, is an imposition on the church, the most mild 
and modest you can say of ‘it...:'To follow Mr. Steang asa pre- 
phet, is purely consistent in point of form and'theory, according 
to the letter of the text of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, _ 
leaving every one to judge for themselyes, from the documents 
which he presents, whether his claims, in his case, are true or not, » 
'o those who are resdlved following B, Young into the wil-_ 
derness, he exhorted, in the name of Jesus Christ, to stop ar 
ment and soberly think of, this one thing; ask yourselves thie ‘one i 
question. Who is prophet through wham God has required 
it at your hand, that you should sacrifice life, health, and ¢very _ 
other endearment of life to seek a home in the savage haunts of — 
the wilderness? Remémber this, unless you have the positive as; 
surance that God, and not mere man, requires it at your bands, _ 
= your wives, children and friends, who are under your control, 
will, rise up in judgment and testify against you, and charge you . 
with being the means of their untimely death. When God speaks, , 
do it'as unto God; but when: nen spea »remember, it isonly men _ 
like yourself, and that they are pened as much to hear and obey~ , 
you, as you are tohear and obey them, 
Primitive Mormonism. 
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shall know assu-| 
he 


re.,J8 none other 
unto, you, ,to,, receive, 
commandments revelations] 
until he be taken. Sec. 3A,.., 
1 say unto you that 
else shall‘be un- 
to this gift except it, be through 
him; for if it_be taken from him, 
he shall not, have except! 
to appoint 3 in/his, stead. 
Séc. 14, Par. 
‘Kod this shall, be. a Jaw.un ol 
you, that ye receive not the 
teachings of any that shall come. 
before you as reve com- 
And this I give unto yon that 
you may know ‘they tre uot o 
me. For.verily, say unto.you, 
that he that. is ordained ‘of: me, 
shall come in at the gate and be 


ordained; ts Ihave’ told you be-jshall 
‘and be ordained as have'told 


fore, to teach. these. revelations! 


MORMONISH” 


‘you, that‘none else :shall 
pointed unto this;,gift, except rf.» 


twelve in his stea 


DOCTRINE oF 


And.this-ye shall know 
redly, that: shall not be 
other appointed unto you to re-... 
ceive revelations aud com 
{ments if. he be taken. 

But verily, verily, I say unto, 


mai 


be through the Church, for. if 
'be taken from him he shall not. 


have power, ex ~ to appoint 


And this shall not be a law un- 
to you, for ye may receive the 
teachings-of many (even twelve) 
that come before you without 


“\tevelations or ‘commandments. 


And this. is not given unto .. 
that ‘you know a 


are of me. ; 


that he tha is ordained 
ll NOT: Come. in at the 


which. yechave received,’ and}you, for the Book:of Covenants“ 


shall through him, 
Ihave Sec. 14 
ar 
For hae given. him-th 
of the mysteries and the reve- 
lations which: are sealed’ 
shall appoint. unto them another}, 
his steadwdb Sec, Pare 
Another I plant in his 
stead. 


Awelve,. travelling: 
counci 


#®alled: to be: 


keys of the, m 
has gone bey: 
his stead. 


lin his ‘st 
There-is. noitwelve traveling 


is null and void to this people, ; 
and you have. po ‘prophet pres~. 


t in the flesh to. guide-you,’ 4 
For thetherd gave Jéseph 
but he, ., 

vo 
Andthe church ‘need: no oth- 
Twelve will,the church 


man 


igh couneillers; “ealled to” te °* 
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respensé of the Twelve was, “We will go.” But did God say, 
go west. east, north, or south; NO. Who then said go 
west? Ans. Brigham Young, and his ‘brethten of the T'welve. 
By revelation? NO. Why, Brigham Young had said 
‘You have no prophet in the flesh to lead you,” and that too | 
some five weeks after Joseph Smith had been killed, and under — 
circumstances too, that if Mr:'B. Young knew himself to be Mr. 
Smith’s legal successor, he ought to have owned it like a man ef; 
God, instead of saying, “you have noprophet to lead you,” 
4. For the Twelve to assume the duties of the ‘first Presiden- 
cy of the'church, is an imposition on the church, the most mild _ 
and modest you can say of -it...'To follow Mr. Steang as a pro- 
phet,,is purely consistent in point of form and'theory, according _ 
to the letter of the text of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, _ 
leaving every one to judge for themselyés, from the documents | 
which he presents, whetlier his claims, in his case, are true or not, * 
those who are resolved ox following B. Young into the wil- 
derness, he exhorted, in the name of Jesus' Christ, to stop a mo-__, 
ment and soberly think of. this one thing; ask yourselves this ‘one a 
question, . Who is the prophet through wham God has required 
it at your hand, that you should sacrifice fife, health, and ¢very _ 
other endearment of life, to seek a home in the savage haunts of — 
the wilderness? Remember this, unless you have the positive as;. ” 
surance that God, and not mére man, requires it at your-hands, | 
your wives, children and friends, who are under your control, 
will, rise up in judgment and testify against you, and charge you . 
with being the means of their untimely death. When God speaks, ,_ 
do it as unto God; but when men sileak, remember, it isonly men 
like yourself, and that they are penne as much to hear and obey~ , 
you, as you are to hear and obey Wem. wil 
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this ye shall know agsu-|;; And this. ye shall know assy 

that there..1s none ether redly, thet, there shall not be an-. 

unto, you, to, recei¥ejother appointed unto you to re-.. 

commandments reyelations}|ceive revelations and command. 
until he be taken. Sec. 24,..... ,|ments if, he.be taken. 


I nts you that But verily, verily, I say 


ibe.a ppaigted , un-/you; that‘none else -s 
be through pointed unto. this).gift, except He: 
or if it be taken from bim,|be through the church, for if; it... 
he. ha not, have powers except/be taken from him he shall not: 
to appoint another in/his, mane have power, except to appoint 
Sec, 14, Par. , }twelve in his stead. 

And this shall.be,a Jaw unto}. And thisshall not be a law un- 
you, that ye receive not the to you, for ye may receive the 
teachings of any that shall come;teachings-of many (even twelve) | 
before you as pevennlioney com- that come hefore you without 
mandmentsi:) revelations or commandments. 

And this I give unto you: that And this, is not given unto ..- 
you may know’ tre uot that “you know a 
me. Forverily, I say unto yous}: are Of MGs 
that he that, is ordained ‘of: For vevily: ‘wate 
shall come in at the gate and be that he that is ordained 
ordained; as Ihave’ told you be- shall NOT: come in at the 
fore, to teach. those: revelations|and be ordained as have 
which yechave. received,’ and you, for theBookof Covenants’ 
shall receive through him,jis null and void to this people, ; 
whom a appointed. Sec. 14 and you have no prophet. pres-. 

For I; have given him the keys! For theLerd gave Joseph 'the*”’ 
of the mysteries and the reve-|keys of the, mysteries;’ but he, .» 


lations which: are sealéd: until I/has gone, beyon ADO 
shall appoint. unto them another}: And the ebarch ‘need: no 
| in his steadwdb Sec, Pare in his stew. © 


Another will I lant in his) Twelve, will he urch. plant 

The. Savelve. high}, There:-is: traveling“ 
councillereare called: to be the nigh couneillets; vealed be 
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responsé of the Twelve was, “We will go.” But did God say, 
go west, east, north, or south; NO. Who then said go 
west? ‘ Ans. Brigham Young, and his brethren of the ‘Twelve. 

By revelation? NO. Why, because, Brigham Young had said _. 
‘‘You have no prophet in, the flesh to lead you,” and that too 
some five weeks after Joseph Smith had been killed, and under — 
circumstances too, that if Mr:'B. Young knew himself to be Mr. 

i Smith’s legal successor, he ought to have owned it like.a man i 


God, instead of Saying, “you have no'prophet'to lead you,” 
| 4. For the Twelve to assume the duties of the ‘first Presiden- 
cy of the'church, is an imposition on the church, the most mild _ 
and modest you can say of ‘it...’ 'To follow Mr. Steang as a pro- 
phet,. is purely consistent in point of form and theory, according 
| te the letter of the text of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, . 

__ Jeaving every one to judge for themselyés, from the documents * 
| which he presents, whetlier his claims, in his case, are.true or not, 
those who are resolved on following B, Young into the wil 
derness, ie exhorted, in the name of Jesus' Christ, to stop amo-_ 
ment and soberly think of, this one thing; ask yourselves this one 
question. ,. Who is the raphe through whom God has required | 
it at your hand, that you should sacrifice life, health, and évery _ 
other endearment of life, to ‘seek a home in the savage haunts of — 

the wilderness? Remember this, unless you have the. positive as; 

surance that God, and not mere man, requires it at your bands, 

a your wives, children and friends, who are under your control, d 
will. rise up in judgment and testify against you, and charge you - 
with being the means of their untimely death. When God speaks, ,_ 


do it as unto God; but when men speak, remember, it is only men 
like yourself, and that they are pend as much to hear and obey~ . 
you, as you are tohear and obey them. 
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d this ye shall know assu-|' And.thig ye shall know assy 
redly;; that there ..is none other that there shall not bean-. 
appointed: unto, you, to, receive other appointed unto you to re-.. 
commandments iggy revelations}|ceive revelations and command- 
until he be taken. Sec. 14,...., ,|ments if he.be taken. 
But.verily, 1 say unte-you that! But verily, verily, I say. 


except be through/pointed unto. this).gift, except 
or if it be taken from hum, |be through the church, for if 
he shail not, have Li except/be taken from him he shall not- 
to appoint another 1 in his | Shag have power, exce vy to appoint 
Sec. 14, Par. 2: in his stea 

And this shall. be. a daw ynto}.,; And this shall not be a law un- 
you, that ye receive not the|to you, for ye may receive the 
teachings of any that shall come/teachings-of many (even twelve) 
before com- that come hefore you without 
revelations or ‘commandments. 

And this I give unto you that And this. is not given unto ., 
you may know ‘they uot of|that “you know that they: 

For verily, I.say unto.you,{e re Of 

that he that. is ordained ‘of::me,} For verily: I say”. ‘unto 
shall come in at the gate and be that he that 3 is ordained € pm me . 
ordained; ‘as I ‘have’ told you be- shall NOT ‘come. in at the gate 
fore, to teach. these: revelations|and be ordained as I have told »~ 
which yechave. received, and you, for theBeok-of Covenants’ 
shall receive through him,jis null and void to this people, , 
whom I Sec. 14 you have. no prophet pres- 
Par. 2, pent in the flesh to.guide you. 

For Ihave given him thekeys} For theLerd gave Joseph the” 
of the mysteries and the reve-jkeys of the, mysteries; but he, , 


v 


lations which: are. gealéd’ tintil I]has gone. beyond, the, VEIL... oo 
shall appoint. unto them another) _And:the church need: no oth- 
in his steadwdb Sec, Pare 23 his stew. © 


Another will I Plant im his} Twelve, ail. church, 


councillersare called: to be thelhigh countillets} to’ be 


else shall/be ap peigted un-| you, that‘none else shall 


eo] 
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response of the Twelve’ was) will But'did God say, 
go west, east, north, or south; NO. Who then said go 
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| Ans. his brethren of ‘the ‘I'welve. 
NO. Why, because, Brigham Young had said 
mm «=. “You have no prophet in, the flesh to lead you,” and that too — 
, some five weeks after Joseph Smith had been killed, and under — 
[= circumstances too, that if Mr:'B. Young knew himself to be Mr. 
| Smith’s legal successor, he ought to have owned it like a man ef ;_ 
God, instead of ‘saying, “you have no'‘prophet to leadyou,” 
| 4, For the Twelve to assume the duties of the first Presiden- |, 
fm cy of the'church, is an imposition on the church, the most mild _ 
and modest you can say of it...’'To follow Mr. Strang asa pro- 
phet,.is purely consistent in form and theory, according 
to the letter of the text of t é Book of Doctrine and Covenants, _ 
leaving every one to judge for themselyés, from the documents — 
| which he presents, whetlier his claims, in his case, are.true or not, 
| To those who are resolved on following B, Young into the wil- 
derness,, he exhorted, in the name of Jesus Christ, to stop a mo-_ 

ment and soberly think of this one thing; ask yourselves this one 
question. Who is the ‘prophet through whom God has required 
it at your hand, that you should sacrifice Jife, health, and ¢very _ 
other endearment of life, to seek a home in the savage haunts of - 

_ the wilderness? Remémber this, unless you have the. positive as; 
| surance that God and not mere man, requires it at your.hands, 
~ your wives, children and friends, who ate under your control, _ 
will, rise up in judgment and testify against you, and charge you | - 
_ being the means of their deaths, When God speaks, 
do it as unto God; but when men speak, remembér, it is iy men 
like yourself, and that they. are bound.as much to hear and obey~ 
| 
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And this ye shall know assu-|;; And this ye shall know assy 
redly;, that there..is none .ather that there shall not be an-, 
appointed unto, you, to, receivejother appointed unto you to re-.. 
commandments revelations}|ceive revelations aud command- 

until he be taken. Sec. 14,...., ,|ments if he be taken. 

But.verily, 1 say unteyou that!’ But verily, verily, I say unto... 

else shall/be that‘none else -shall 
gift, except be through pointed unto this, gift, except 
him; for if it be taken from bimm,| be through the church, for. ifit.,. 
he shall not. have Poth except/be taken from him he shall not: 
to nee another 1 in his : stead. have power, except to appoint 

14, Par. 2s. , in his stead. 

nd this shall, be, a daw untol , And this shall not be a law un- 
you, "that ye receive not the to you, for ye may receive the 
teachings of any that shall come}teachings-of many (even twelve) _ 
before you as sree com: that come hefore you without 
\revelations or ‘commandments. 

And this I give unto you that And this. is not given unto .. 
you may know’ they tre uot of|that ‘you know that they 
me. For.verily, I say. unto you, @ Of ME 
that he that. is ordained ‘ofi.me, Por verily: 
shall come in at the gate and be tbat he that is ordained of as 
ordained; tis I'havé' told you be-|shall' NOT: come in at the ny 
fore, to teach. those’.revelations|and be ordained as I have told ; 
which yechave received, and|you, for theBook'of Covenants’ 
shall through him,jis null and to this people, 
whom I have Sec. 14/and you have no prophet. pres-. 
Par. 2, feat in the flesh to. guide you. 

For I-have given him: the keys} \'For theerd gave Joseph the*“ 
of the mysteries and the reve-jkeys of the, mysteries; but he, 


lations which’ are, sealéd’ iintil Ilhas gone beyond, the VEEL... oo 
shall appoint. unto them another And'the church ‘need: no 
in his steadadb Sec, Pars m his stewd. od 


Another plant, in his) Twelve will,the church 


The, dwelve, higl There-ie nostwelve: traveling: 
councillerware called to be thelhigh councillers *ealled to” be be 
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response of the Twelve was, will go.” But did God say, 
go west, east, north, or south; NO. Who then said go 
west? ° Ans. Brigham Young, and his brethren. of ‘the ‘Twelve. 
By NO. Why; because, Brigham Young had said 
‘You have no prophet in, the flesh to lead you,” and that too — 
some five weeks after Joseph Smith had been killed, and under — 
circumstances too, that if Mr: 'B. Young knew himself to be Mr. 
| Smith’s legal successor, he ought to have owned it like a man ef | 
instead of saying, “you have no'prophet to lead 
| 4. For the Tweélve to assume the duties of the first Presiden- _ 
_ cy of the‘church, is an imposition on the church, the most mild _ 
and modest you can say of 'To follow Mr. Strang as a pro- 
phet,, is purely consistent in point of form and theory, according 
| te the letter of the text of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, — 
| leaving every one to judge for themselyes, from the documents 
| which he presents, whetlier his claims, in his case, are true or not, — 
‘9 those who are resolved on following B. Young into the wil- 
derness,, he exhorted, in the name of Jesus Christ, to stop a mo- 
ment and soberly think of, this one thing; ask yourselves this ‘one 
question. . Who is the prophet through whom God has required 
it at your hand, that you should sacrifice life, health, and ¢very 
other endearment of life, to séek a home in the savage haunts of 
the wilderness? Remember this, unless you have the. positive as; 
surance that God, and not mere man, requires it at your bands, 
that your wives, children and friends, who are under your control, _ 
will. rise up in judgment and testify against you, and charge you | - 
with being the means of their untimely death. When God speaks, ._ 
do it'as unto God; but when men speak, remember, it isonly men _ 
like yourself, and that they are ema much to hear and obey~ ,. 


you, as you are tohear and obey them, 
"Primitives Mormonism. 
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pitertive MORMONISM... DEGENEWATED MORMONISM. 
And this ye shall know agsu-|' And.thig. ye shall know assw 
redly;; that there js, none .other edly. that there shall not be an-, 
appointed) unto, you, to, receive other appointed unto you to re-., 
commandments reyelationss ceive revelations and command... 
until he be taken. See. 14... if he be taken. 
But.verily, I say unto you that|’ Bat verily, verily, I say. unto 
else shall ‘be appeigted un-|you, that‘none else shall beiap-;': 
gift, except be through pointed unto this),gift, except 
him; for if it be taken from hiim,| be through the church, for, if: Mus 
he shall not have power, except/be taken from him he shall not 
to appoint another in:his, stead.|have power, ex ow to appoint 
14, Par. jtwelve in his stea 
this shall. Jaw. unto}. And this shall not be a law un- 
you, that ye receive not the to you, for ye may receive the 
teachings of any that shall. teachings-of many (even twelve) | 
before com-jthat come before you without 
And this unto you that) And this, is not given 


that heghat. is ordained -of me,|: For Tsay: ot; 
shall come in at the gate and be that he that is pega a PP yo F 
ordained; ts Ihave’ told you be-jshall NOT. ‘come. in at the 
fore, to teach. those and be as I have told » 


of the the reve- of but if 7 
lations which ‘are, sealed’ tintil gone beyond, the 
shall appoint. unto them another|. _Andithe chrch ‘need-no oth- 
in his steadwdb-Sec, Pars in his stewed. © 

Another I plant in his Twelve yl she plas. 

The, i) Therevis. no-twelve. traveling 
councillerware called: to be thethigh couneillers; *ealled' be 


shall receive through him,|is null and .void to this people, 
whom I faye appointed. ‘Sec. 14/and you have.po prophet pres-. 
Par. in the flesh to. guide you. 4 
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respensé of the Twelve was, “We will go.” ‘But did God say, 
go west. east, north, or south; NO. Who then said go ~ 
west? Ans. Brigham and his brethren of the ‘Twelve. 
By revelation? NO. Why, because, Brigham Young had said 
‘You have no prophet in, the flesh to lead you,” and that too 
some five weeks after Joseph Smith had been killed, and under 

| _ circumstances too, that if Mr. B. Young knew himself to be Mr. 

| Smith’s legal successor, he ought to have owned it like a man ef , 

| 


God, instead of saying, “you have no'prophet to lead you,” | 
4. For the Twelve to assume the duties of the first Presiden- 
cy of the'church, is an imposition on the church, the most mild 
and modest you can say of ‘it... To follow Mr. Strang asa pre- 
phet, is purely consistent in point of form and'theory, according _ 
te the letter of the text of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, _ 
leaving every one to judge for themselyés, from the documents — 
| which he presents, whetlier his claims, in his case, are true or not, — 
those who are resolved on following B. Young into the wil- 
_ derness,, he exhorted, in the name of Jesus Christ, to stop a mo-_. 
and soberly think of this one thing; ask vourselted this 
question. Wha is the through whom God has required 
it at your hand, that you should sacrifice life, health, and évery _ 
other endearment of life, to seek a home in the savage haunts of — 
the wilderness? Remember this, unless you have the positive as; 
surance that God, and not mére man, requires it at your bands, — 
that your wives, children and friends, who are under your control, _ 
will, rise up in judgment and testify against you, and charge you. 
with being the means of their untimely death. When God speaks, ,_ 
do it as unto God; but when men speak, remember, it is only men 
like yourself, and that they are ppood as much to hear and obey~ , 
you,as you are tohearand obey them. 
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MORMONISM.. 
And this 

redly;, that 18 none other 
appointed) unto, you, to, receive 
commandments revelationss| 
until he be taken. Sec. 14, 


But verily, I say unte you that | 


else. sttall/be.ap pointed 
to tbe gift except r be through 
him; for if it be taken from him, 
he shall not. have power, except 
to appoint ‘his, stead. 
Sec. 14, P 


And this shall, be, a “law 


you, that ye receive not the 
teachings of any that shall 
before you as revelations or com- 
And this I give unto you that 
you may know ‘they are uot o 
me. For verily, I say unto you,} 
that he that is ordained ‘of: me, 
shall come in at the gate and be 


ordained; as Ihave’ told you be-|sha 


fore, to teach. those. revelations 
which received,’ and 
shall receive through him,! 
whom appointed. Sec. 14 
ar 
For Ihave given him the keys} 
of the mysteries and the reve- 
lations which: are. sealed’ until T 
shall appoint. unto them another), / 
in his steadw&b Sec, Pars 2: 
| Another vil plant his} 
stead. 
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shall know assu-| 


And.this, ye shall_ know as 
redly, that there shall not be an-. 
other appointed unto you to re-... 
ceive revelations aud command. 


jments if he.be taken. 


But verily, verily, I say unto. api 
you, that‘none else -shall | 
pointed unto this).gift, except 
be through the church, for. if;it.,. 
be taken from him he shall not- 
have power, exce af to appoint 
twelve in his stea 

; And this shall not be a law un- 
to you, for ye may receive the 
teachings-of many (even twelve) 
that come hefore you without 


|pevelations or ‘commandments. 


And this. is not given unto ., 
that “you know wat they: 7 
of me. 

that he that is ordained 
I NOT ‘come .inat the gate: 
and be ordained ias I have told 
\you, for the Book of Covenants: 
is null and to this people,. 
‘and you have no prophet 
eat in the flesh to. guide you. 

For theLerd gave Joseph the*” 
keys of the, mysteries; but he, 
has gone beyond. the, 

Andithe eburch no oth- 
his stewed. © 

Twelve, will he urch, 


travelling. high 
councillersare cailed to 
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respensé of the Twelve was, will go.” But did God say, 
go west, east, north, or south; NO. Who then said go 
west? ‘ Ans. Brigham Young, and his brethren of the ‘Twelve. 
By revelation? NO. Why, because, Brigham Young had said 
‘‘You have no prophet in, the flesh to lead you,” and that too 
some five weeks after Joseph Smith had been killed, and under ~ 
circumstances too, that if Mr.'B. Young knew himself to be Mr. 
| | Smith’s legal successor, he ought to have owned it lixe .a man ef , 


God, instead of saying, “you have no'prophet to lead you,” — oe 
| 4. For the Twelve to assume the duties of the first Presiden- 
cy of the'church, is an imposition on the church, the most mild _ 
and modest you can say of ‘it... To follow Mr. Strang as a pro- 
phet, is purely consistent in point of form and'theory, according _ 
to the letter of the text of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, . 
leaving every one to judge for themselyeés, from the documents _ 
which he presents, whetlier his claims, in his case, are.true or not, | 

To those who are resolved on following B. Young into the wil- 
derness, he exhorted, in the name of Jesus Christ, to stop a mo-_, 
ment and soberly think of this one thing; ask yourselves this one 
question. _ Who is the prophet through whom God has required 
it at your hand, that you should sacrifice life, health, and cvery — 
other endearment of life, to seek a home in the savage haunts of 
the wilderness? Remember this, unless you have the positive as; 
surance that God, and not mere man, requires it at your hands, _ 
that your wives, children and friends, who are under your control, _ 
will, rise up in judgment and testify against you, and charge you - 
with being the means of their untimely death. When God speaks, ,_ 
do it as unto God; but when men speak, remember, it is only men _ 
like yourself, and that they are bound as much to hear and obey~ . 
you,asyouaretohearand obeythem, 
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And this ye shall know agsu-|; And.thig. ye shall know assy 
redly;, that there..is, none other redly, that there shall not be an-. 
appointed unto, you, to, receive other appointed unto you to re-. 
commandments and reyelations|ceive revelations and command 
until he be taken. Sec. 14,..., ,|ments if he.be taken. 

Rut. verily, I say unto you that) But \erily, verily, I say unto 

else shall/be appoigted un-|you; that‘none else shall 
gift except be through unto this).gift, except 
him; for if it be taken from fim,|be through the church, for if jit... 
he shall not have power, except/be taken from him he shall not. 
to another injhis, stead.|have power, except to appoint 
Sec. 14, Par. 2: h}twelve in his stead. 

And this shall be. a daw unto).,, And this shall not be a law un- 
you, that ye receive not the|to you, for ye may receive the 
teachings of any that shall come;teachings-of many (even twelve) . 
before you as revelations or com-|that come hefore you without | 
4.) |pevelations or’ ¢ommandments. 

And this I give unto you that And this. is not given unto .. 
you may know “they tre uot of|that ‘you know mat they.» 4 
me. For verily, I.say unto,you, Of 
that hethat.is ordained ‘ofime,| For verily: ot 
shall come in at the gate and be/that bs that is ordained fF gam 
ordained; as I have’ told you be-jshall NOT. come in at the 
fore, to teach those’. revelations|and be ordained Ihave told 
which yechave. received,’ and}you, for theBook of Covenants’ 
shall receive through him,/is null and void to this people, 
whom I ‘have appointed. Sec. 14/and you have no prophet pres-. 
Par. 2. ent in the flesh to guide you.’ 4 
For I: have given him thekeys For the'Lerd gave Joseph 
of the mysteries and the reve-|keys of the, mysteries; but he,» 
lations which: are sealed: until Ijhas gone the oo 
shall'appoint unto them another], And'the church ‘need no oth- 
in his steadw&b Sec, Pars m his stewd. 

Another I plant in his| , Twelve willahe plant, 
stead. - Tip his ‘stead en 

‘Gavelling: high). There: is. no:twelve: traveling.” 
councillerware called to be the}high couneillers “called to’ be 
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